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ideals. We need not copy them. If we do not forget what is ours, if we love
our own culture, if we have a firm faith in its pre-eminence, we will turn
our relations with them to good use and render it beneficial to them as well
as to the world.
VI
Mahatma Gandhi's Atmakathd, Autobiography, or as it
is called,' My Experiments with Truth' is a recognised
masterpiece in the autobiographical literature of the
world. Any summary of its contents here is unnecessary
as the work has, ere now, been translated into many
languages. The overshadowing personality and achieve-
ments of the author render a literary estimate of the work
rather difficult. It is a narrative of his struggles to intro-
duce Truth as a dominant principle of life. Its language,
though monotonous at times, presents GujarStl in one of its
best forms; a racy vehicle for compact literary expression.
A perfect sense of proportion characterises every line.
The story is told with great skill and energy. All excre-
sences have been cut out; every incident contributes to
the breathless interest of the narrative. Some incidents
of one of the most romantic lives are thus brought out
in relief. The author, as a child, stealing a part of
the servant's ornament and then confessing it to a loving
father; his father's last illness during which he escapes
from the patient's room to his own bedroom; his trying to
turn into a sartorial gentleman when in England ; his being
thrashed by a European on his first arrival in Pretoria; his
treatment by the colonists on his arrival at Durban; and
such other equally well-known incidents are described with
an art which many novelists might envy. The facts are pre-
sented effectively. Fewest possible words, deftly arranged,
suffice to paint a striking picture. Conversation is natural,
though it scarcely throbs with life. Characters have not
the promethean spark breathed into them, but are drawn
by touches just sufficient to bring out their outstanding
features.
As a specimen of literary art, it has its place among the
best works in Gujarat! prose. Its value as an autobio-
graphy arises from two things: the intensely susceptible
and rich nature of the author, and his ceaseless struggle
with it in every sphere of life. Both are laid bare with a

